
FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE IN RESPONSE TO OCTOBER FLOODING APPROVED FOR MUCH OF MASSACHUSETTS, INCLUDING HARD-HIT AREAS IN FRANKLIN AND BERKSHIRE COUNTIES

  
 WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that, late Thursday, the President declared a major disaster for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts with respect to the flooding that occurred between October 7 and October 16. 

 The official declaration triggers the release of federal funds to much of Massachusetts.  Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire County are eligible for Public Assistance (assistance to state and local governments).  Residents of Berkshire, Bristol, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth and Worcester Counties are eligible for Individual Assistance.  Special Hazard Mitigation Grants are also available to all of the effected areas of the state.  *Information on FEMA assistance to Individuals is attached to this release. 

Statements by Congressman Olver

 "This may be an expensive winter for us in western Massachusetts," said Olver.  "For those who face additional, huge expenses to repair and rebuild furnaces, water heaters, electrical systems or whole foundations to their homes due to the horrendous flooding, those expenses could be a back-breaker."  "Yesterday’s decision gives hope that repairs and rebuilding can go forward without wiping out families financially," Olver said. 

 "The flooding in Massachusetts may not have matched the aggregate scope of the Katrina, Rita and Wilma disasters, nor did it receive the national media attention, but individuals and smaller communities struggling to repair damage to homes and infrastructure need help just as much," Olver added.  "Any other decision would have been unacceptable," he concluded. 

Some background on the disaster declaration process

 Governor Romney asked President Bush to issue a disaster declaration for all affected areas of Massachusetts on October 18.  Since that time, the Massachusetts congressional delegation has written to twice to the President and once to Acting Director David Paulison of FEMA urging them to declare the disaster. 

 The slow progress lead some to question whether or not the Administration would declare a disaster outside of Bristol County.  A decision one way or another was expected this week.  As the week progressed, there was a behind-the-scenes push by the congressional delegation (including significant work done by Massachusetts’ two Senators).  The lobbying was directed at FEMA Acting Director Paulison.  Congressman Olver called Director Paulison yesterday.  There was a fair amount of phone-tagging involved, but FEMA apparently got the message that, since the criteria for disaster relief was met, an official declaration was demanded ASAP. 

 ###

  For more information, contact Edward Terceiro, Executive Vice President, Mount Wachusett Community College, at 978-630-9103  
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